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Visit of Students and Teachers to CSIR-NCL on 20th December 2024 

 
A group of 34 enthusiastic 9th-grade students, along with four teachers from  Kendriya Vidyalayas from 
DIAT, Ganeshkhind, NDA, and RHE, visited CSIR_NCL and took part in the ‘Find My DNA’ workshop 
and also participated in the 'CSIR Jigyasa Scientific Aptitude Assessment' Program. The event was 
organised on December 20, 2024, from 9:30am to 12:00pm.  
 
The workshop was part of the Prize Winning Program to award the winners of the CSIR Jigyasa interns 
who carried out two months internship program with the CSIR laboratories in close proximity. The online 
program organised by the CSIR Human Resource Development Group (HRDG) in association with the 
CSIR-Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology (IGIB) under the CSIR Jigyasa program was a live 
telecast to the CSIR laboratories. All the CSIR labs carried out the hands on workshop followed by the 
Competency Mapping Exercise.  

The online program initiated with the inauguration by Dr. Souvik Maiti, Director of CSIR-IGIB followed 
by the welcome address by Dr. Beena Pillai, Chief Scientist at CSIR-IGIB, who highlighted the significance 
of the Jigyasa initiative in building scientific aptitude and creating a strong foundation for the nation's future 
researchers. An inspiring session was conducted by Dr. Geethavani Rayasam, Head of CSIR-HRDG and 
Jigyasa Program. Her talk on "Competency" underscored the need for skill development and adaptability 
in scientific pursuits. Dr. Arya Siddhartam demonstrated the hands on experiments to the students.  

At NCL, the CSIR-IGIB DNA kits distributed to the students created a ‘wow moment when they saw their 
own DNA strands that they extracted from their own saliva samples.  The students were thrilled to perform 
the practical applications of the scientific theories. The hands-on experience inspired curiosity and active 
participation among students. Following the demonstrations, students filled out the Scientific Aptitude 
Assessment. This evaluation aimed to measure their interest and understanding of scientific concepts 
introduced during the program.  

Dr. Ashwin N.M.R., Scientist from the Biochemical Sciences Division explained the DNA extraction 
process that further enhanced the student’s knowledge and brought clarity to their understanding on the 
importance and structure of DNA. Dr. Ashwin also answered intriguing questions from the students.  

Dr. Wafia Masih, Senior Principal Scientist presented a video on the Structure of DNA and assisted the 
students during the hands on sessions by the students. The program ended in a series of NCL outreach 
programs under Jigyasa and explained how Jigyasa, a CSIR initiative, inspires young minds by organizing 
creative science and technology activities and competitions, encouraging students to explore the world of 
science.  
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